TO  THB  MnYOh  jJih  CuhYOHaTlOh,  BOROUGH  OF  LcwhlTHIBh, 


Gentlemen , 


I  herewith  present  ray  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  your 


Borough  for  the  Year  1923. 


.area  (acres)  .  389 

Population .  1293 

number  of  Inhabited  houses  .  39  9 

iiateable  value  . .£611L.  3.  5 

hum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . h  19.11.  5 


7ir^  .nninitu. 

norths :  -  hales,  10:  Females,  16.  Total,  28. 
hone  illegitimate. 

Birth  hate  per  1000:-  21.55. 

Deaths:-  hales,  9:  Females,  17.  Total,  26. 
heath  hate  per  1000:-  20.11. 

Causes  of  heath:-  hale  Female 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  - 

other  Tuberculous  hiseases  ..  1 

Cancer  .  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ........  - 

Heart  Disease  . - 

hrterio-sclerosis  .  2 

Bronchitis  . .  .  . .  1 

Pneumonia .  I 

Suicide  .  - 

Yio'lence  .  - 

Other  defined  hiseases  .  1 

Ill -defined  or  Unknown  . .  1 


1 
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1 
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1 

5 


Ho,  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth,  Eli. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  .  II il. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Gough  or  Diarrhoea .  Ilil. 


Age 

Hew  1 

pulmonary 

1*  Of  li'1  Mi  jxiu  D  1  ohixinno  . 

Tuber culosis 

Gases 

II  on-Pulmonar  y 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  lion- pulmonary 

i>i. 

IT. 

id.  p . 

M.  F . 

M.  F. 

20 

1 

32 

1 

1 

35 

1. 

38 

1 

41 

1 

1 

X 

Totals 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  Hon- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
During  the  years  1919  and  1920  there  were  no  cases  and  during 
1921  and  1922  there  was  one  in  each  year. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  report  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Cancer,  there  being  six  deaths  as  com¬ 
pared  with  nine  last  year. 

With  regard  to  the  comparatively  large  number  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  there  appear  to  be  no  particular  circumstances  such 
as  occupation  or  living  conditions  which  will  account  for  them. 


.  • 


. 


■ 
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during  October  a  leaflet  on  Cancer  based  on  a  Memorandum 
issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health  was,  on  my  recommendation  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  circularised  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
this  has  been  of  value. 


BlMMABY  GY  KUBBING  AKNANG2MENYG ,  HUGBIT And 
AND  ulHER  INdflfUTIOhd  AVAILABLE  YOB  THE  D1BTBICT. 

The  General  Nursing,  including  Midwifery,  is  done  by  the 

District  Nurse. 

No  special  arrangements  are  available  for  the  nursing  of 
infectious  cases. 

The  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  District  Nurse  are 
raised  by  public  subscription,  the  administration  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  Nursing  Association  Committee.  The  funds  are 
augmented  by  an  annual  grant  from  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
No  financial  assistance  is  obtained  from  the  Local  Authority. 

The  District  Nurse  is  the  only  Certified  Midwife  practising  in 
the  Borough. 

There  is  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  or  Clinics 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease.  Treatment 
Clinics  are  available  for  the  last  two  at  neighbouring  towns. 

This  arrangement  is  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  Borough.  There 
is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 


infants  and  homeless  children. 


. 
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There  are  no  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  the  County  Council.  The  Hospital  most  used  is  at 
Bodmin  six  miles  distant.  There  is  on  urgent  need  for  hospital 
accommodation  for  infectious  cases. 

There  is  a  Llotor  Ambulance  stationed  at  Bodmin  and  its 
management  is  such  that,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  fully  meets  the 
requirements  of  the  district. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

All  bacteriological  and  pathological  investigations  are  done 
at  recognised  laboratories  at  the  discretion  of  the  practitioner 
in  charge  of  the  case.  The  cost  of  such  investigations  is  met, 
in  necessitous  cases,  by  the  Local  or  County  Authorities.  The 
Medical  Officer  Keeps  a  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  for 
distribution  in  an  emergency.  The  cost  of  this  is  met  by  the 
Council  in  necessitous  cases. 

SAL  If  ART  ADMih  Id  THAT  IQL  ♦ 

The  Local  Regulations  in  force  are;- 

(a)  Byelaws,  adopted  Aug.  2nd,  1921. 

(b)  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mil As hops  Regulations, 
adopted  Aug.  10th,  19ul. 

There  are  no  Adoptive  Acts  in  force. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  made  periodic  inspec¬ 
tions  and  as  a  result  many  minor  matters  have  been  dealt  with 
on  informal  notice  being  given. 


... 


t 
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There  are  fourteen  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  in  the 
Borough:  all  the  rest  are  of  the  water  carriage  system;  none 

have  been  converted  to  this  system  during  the  year. 

Bakeries; -  These  are  with  one  exception  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
The  exception  is  Bedler's  bakehouse  in  North  Street.  On  Dec.  5th 
1922,  I  reported  on  its  insanitary  condition  and  it  is  still  as 
it  was  then. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mi Iks hops:-  These  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

Slaughter  Houses:-  There  are  tv/o  registered  in  the  Borough  and 
their  condition  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  I  should  like 
however  to  point  out  once  more  that  they  should  not  be  where  they 
are.  Complaints  of  their  |>roximity  to  dwelling  houses  are  fre¬ 
quent  and  it  would  not  appear  to  be  unreasonable  to  asK  the 
owners  to  combine  and  have  one  between  them  situated  where  it 
would  cease  to  be  a  nuisance  to  others. 

There  are  no  local  arrangements  for  disinfection  and  disin¬ 
festation. 

lio  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Bale  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Act. 

With  regard  to  sanitary  administration,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  last  April  it  was  decided  to  bring  ail  sanitary  matters 
primarily  before  the  Streets  and  Sanitary  Committee  and  that  that 


. 


■ 

. 


.  -  i 


-  •  6, 


, 


' 


Committee  should  bring  forward  its  recommendations  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  whole  Council.  This  in  principle  is  a  good 
•working  arrangement  hut  during  the  past  year  it  has  failed  in 
practice.  To  avoid  this  and  to  increase  the  utility  of  these 
meetings  I  suggest  that  they  should  he  convened  more  regularly 
and  that  complete  records  of  the  proceedings  should  he  kept. 

There  should  he  no  difficulty  about  the  former.  With  regard  to 
the  latter  1  submit  that  a  minute-secretary  should  he  appointed. 

In  the  absence  of  minutes  no  permanent  records  of  the  business 
transacted  are  available  for  future  reference. 

I  should  line  to  again  point  out  that  there  is  too  great  a 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Sanitary  Staff. 
The  excuse  that  the  delay  is  due  to  want  of  time  on  the  part  of 
the  tradesman  concerned,  though  often  a  genuine  one,  should  have 
its  limitations.  I  submit  that  if  any  particular  work  is  unduly 
delayed  the  Council  should  enforce  a  time  limit.  If  one  trades¬ 
man  cannot  find  the  time  perhaps  another  might. 

Another  year  has  gone  by  and  no  steps  have  been  taken  towards 
the  improvement  of  the  housing  of  the  working  class.  A  recent 
scheme  for  the  building  of  houses  has,  I  understand,  fallen 
through.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  good  thing,  for  if  it  had 
matured  it  would  not  have  met  the  essential  demand,  and  furthermore 
it  would  have  obliterated  the  real  issue  for  many  years  to  come. 

I  trust  that,  before  another  year  passes,  this  matter  may  receive 
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the  Council’s  serious  consideration  ana  that  it  will  not  support 
any  scheme,  private  or  public,  whose  object  is  other  than  to 
build  houses  which  would  be  economically  available  for  the 
working  class. 

There  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  steps  taken  in  the 
past  for  dealing  with  the  dust  nuisance.  Tar -spraying  has  been 

done  too  late  in  the  season  and  the  water cart  is  not  used  in  a 
sufficiently  methodical  manner.  Apart  from  the  nuisance  to 
householders  caused  by  dust  blowing  about  it  constitutes  a 
grave  danger  to  the  public  health. 

-i.  ubx.10  j-uAuiTil  SlnTA. 

The  rublic  health  Staff  consists  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  Medical  Officer  (both  part-time  officers)  working  in 
conjunction  with  the  Streets  and  Sanitary  Committee.  There  are 
no  specialised  inspectors,  health  visitors  or  special  nurses 
employed  by  the  Council. 


* 
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KQUaHiGr. 


Humber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Total  .  2 

>■ 

(b)  With  Btate  assistance  under  the  Housing 
nets ,  1919  or  1923. 


(1)  By  the  Local  Authority . . . I*il 

(11)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  liil 

1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  .  72 

2.  Humber  of  dwel ling-houses  inspected  and 

recorded  . 12 

3.  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to-  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation .  1 


4.  Humber  of  dwel ling-houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  7 

Lumber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  notice  ...  10 

action  under  Statutory  Bowers; - 

A.  Broceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 


Town  planning,  etc.  Act,  1919  . Hil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  Hil. 


G.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  net,  1909. 

(1)  Ho.  of  representations  made  with  a  view 


to  the  making  of  Closing  orders  .  1 

(2)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  orders  were  made  .  1 


presented:-  April  1st,  1924. 


(BOB)  EHEDBRIOK  H.  BUDGE. 
M.O.H. ,  Borough  of  Lostwithiel 


i '  ■ :  •  v. 


